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MARC DEFINTION & SECTIONS 

 MARC means Machine-Readable Cataloging 

 MARC is a standard for bibliographic data 

 MARC records have two main sections: 

 Fixed fields  (LDR, 006/007/008) 

 Variable fields (001,003,010-8XX) 

 



FIXED FIELDS 

 The Fixed fields contain the Leader (LDR) 

and the 006 / 007 / 008 field.  The 006 field 

serves as an extension of the 008 field when 

multiple formats occur. 

 Each character is defined by a position/byte. 

 Fixed fields are normally codes of one or 

three characters 

 



VARIABLE FIELDS 

 Variable fields contain the bibliographic (bib) 

data in 001, 003, 010 to 8XX 

 To identify and process data, the fields have: 

 Tags 

 Indicators 

 Subfields 

Example: 
 

 

 

 

Tag Indicators Subfields 



FIXED VS VARIABLE 

Fixed 

Variable 

LDR, 008 are considered Fixed fields. 

001, 003, 005, 010-8XX are considered Variable fields. 



FIXED FIELD:  LEADER (LDR) 

 The Leader is a Fixed Field consisting of the 

first 24 characters of a MARC record. 

 The Leader provides information for 

processing and instruction to the software. 

 The leader is automatically provided by the 

software but can be edited. 

 Example: 

 

 



FIXED FIELD:  LEADER (LDR) 

 The LDR icon in AGcat’s toolbar provides 

viewing/editing.  

 

 

 

 

 Each of the 24 characters occur in a specific 

numbered  position/byte. 

 

 



FIXED FIELD:  LEADER (LDR) 

 The most common data is entered in the LDR.  
Default values are: 
 Record Status  n (new) 

  “              “   c (corrected/revised) 

 Type of Record  a  (book ) 

 Bibliographic Level  m (monograph) 

 Encoding Level         *blank* (full cataloging) 

 Descriptive Cataloging a (AACR2) 

 

 When cataloging non-book titles, catalogers will 
need to change the Type of Record. 

 



LDR (POSITION 6 - TYPE OF RECORD) 

 The LDR drop-down menu provides all the 

options for Type of Record position 6: 

 

 



LDR (POSITION 7 – BIBLIOGRAPHIC LEVEL) 

 When cataloging a Serial, position 7 will 

need changing. 



LDR (POSITION 17 – ENCODING LEVEL) 

 Encoding level is “blank” by default. 



LDR (POSITION 18 – DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGING) 

 Use AACR2. 



FIXED FIELD:  007 

 007 fields are for sound recordings, 
videorecordings, kits, maps, projected graphics, 
computer files, and globes. 

 Not every MARC record will have an 007 field – 
only audio-visual or realia. 

 The 007 accompanies the 008 field. 

 To expand the 007, select the 007 icon on the 
AGcat toolbar. 



FIXED FIELD:  007 

 Even though labeling begins with 00, the 007 
editing screen begins with 01. Be careful not to 
think byte 03 corresponds with position 3 on the 
editing screen – it does not correspond. 

 s    d   .   f    u   n   g   n   n  m   m  n  e   d 

00  01,02,03,04,05,06,07,08,09,10,11,12,13 :byte 



FIXED FIELD:  008 

 Every MARC bib record should contain an 

008 field. 

 The 008 icon in the AGcat toolbar expands 

the field. 



MARC TAGS 

 Tags are divided into 9 groups according to the type 
of information involved. 
 0XX Control fields and classification numbers 

 1xx Author/Main Entry 

 2xx Title Entry 

 3xx Physical Description 

 4xx Series Statement 

 5xx Notes  

 6xx Subject Headings 

 7xx Added Author/Title Entries 

 8xx Series Authorized Entry 

 9xx Local Information 

 



MARC TAGS 

 The last two digits of the MARC tag indicate a 
specific function and form. 

 X00 Personal Name Heading 

 X10 Corporate Name Heading 

 X11 Conference Name Heading 

 X30 Uniform Title Heading 

 X40 Alternate Title Heading 

 X45 Main Title Heading 

 X50 Topical Subject Heading 

 X51 Geographical Subject Heading 



MARC TAGS 

 The number “9” indicates a local field. “9” may 

appear in any part of the tag (first, second, or 

third).  LMN only uses “914 - - LMN_cm” 

 Delete the following: 

 049 Local Holding Information 

 09X Local Call Numbers 

 59X Local Notes 

 69X Local Subject Headings 

 9XX Local Miscellaneous Use 



INDICATORS 

 Indicators are a one-character numeric code 

used to provide filing/indexing information 

and instructions to the software. 

 Each tag may contain one or two indicators 

or both positions may be “blank.” Indicator 1 

is the first position; Indicator 2 is the second 

position. 

Example: 



INDICATORS 

 245_0 Gone with the wind.  

 (indicates indexing on the first character) 

 245_2 A moment in time.  

 (skips 2 characters; indexes on 3rd “m”) 

 245_3 An ounce of prevention. 

 (skips 3 characters; indexes on 4th “o”) 

 245_4 The chaemeleon spell.   

 (skips 4 characters; indexes on 5th “c”) 



INDICATORS 

 Depending on the tag, the indicators may 

instruct differently. 

 In other words, “2” does not always mean the 

same thing. 

 “2” as 2nd Indicator in tag 245 means skip 2 

spaces of the title, e.g., A  ball for Sam. 

 “2” as 1st Indicator in tag 100 means a multiple 

surname, e.g., Jones-Smith 

 



DELIMITERS 

 Delimiters are used to identify subfields and 
differentiate between the actual data and subfields.   

 Delimiters mark the start of each subfield. 

 Delimiters can be pipes “|”, “$”, small boxes, etc. 

 Written delimiter signs used by LMN are the “$” 

Example:  $a San Diego :$bMcNaughton, $c2000.  

 AGcat uses colors to distinguish subfields from actual 
data. 

Example: 

 However when a bib is exported, AG uses “$” 

Example: 

 



SUBFIELD CODES 

 Subfield codes are single alpha letters, e.g., 

“a” “b” “c” “d”  

 Subfields and their meaning vary depending 

on the tag.  In other words, “b” does not 

always mean the same thing in every 

instance. 

 “b” in 245 means Subtitle 

 “b” in 260 means Publisher, etc. 



SUBFIELD CODES, COMMON  

In AG, subfield code “a” is suppressed in all tags 

 100  Author 

 $a  Last name, First name 

 $d Dates of birth-death 

Example:  

 245 Title 

 $a Title 

 $b Sub-title 

 $c Statement of Responsibility 

Example:   

 



SUBFIELD CODES, COMMON 

 260/264 Publication Data / Imprint 

 $a  Publication Place 

 $b  Publisher Name 

 $c  Date of publication, copyright 

Example:   

 300 Description 

 $a Extent (# of pages, discs, etc.) 

 $b Details (illustrations, color, etc.) 

 $c Dimensions (23 cm)’ 

Example:   



SUBFIELD CODES, COMMON 

 650 Subject Heading, Topical 

 $a Topical heading 

 $v Form subdivision 

 $x General subdivision 

 $y Chronological subdivision 

 $z Geographic subdivision 

Examples:  



VARIABLE FIELDS:  NUMERICS 

 001, 010, 020, 024, 035 fields are the Numeric fields 
in a MARC bib record 

 The 001 is the AGCN (Auto-Graphics Control Number) – a 
unique number for that specific bib record.  All bib 
records will have an 001 field. 

 The 010 is the LCCN (Library of Congress Control Number). 

There is only one 010 per bib. 

 The 020 is the ISBN(s) (International Standard Bibliographic 

Number). There may be multiple ISBNs in a bib. 

 The 024 is the UPC (Universal Product code) or other 
standard #.  There is usually only one 024 per bib. 

[Syndetics pulls cover images from the 020 and 024.] 

 The 035 field is the unique OCLC number. There is 
only one per bib. 



STANDARD FIELDS 

 010 LCCN 

 020 ISBN 

 035 OCLC number 

 100  Author 

 245 Title & Statement of Responsibility 

 250 Edition Statement 

 260 Publication/Imprint 

 300 Physical Description 

 490 Series Statement 

 650 Subject Heading, Topical 

 

 



VARIABLE FIELDS:  336, 337, 338, 344, 347  

 RDA fields of 336, 337, and 338 are included in 
MARC bib records. 

 Additional RDA fields of 344,347 are for audio-
visual. 

Examples: 
Sound Recording Video Recording 



MARC RECORD EXAMPLE - BOOK 



MARC RECORD EXAMPLE – SOUND RECORDING 



MARC RECORD EXAMPLE - VIDEORECORDING 



PUNCTUATION 

 AACR2 rules when and how to use commas, 
periods, semi-colons, spaces, etc. 

 Punctuation affects indexing; so consistent 
data entry is important. 

 RDA has changed some entry rules, but LMN 
will continue to use AACR2 for punctuation 
(BUG workshop, 9/17/2014) 

 Documentation: 

 LMN Cataloging Procedural Manual 

 Cataloger’s Desktop (www.loc.gov/cds/desktop) 

 

 


